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                           Winemaker/Owner Justin Wylie
 

Chi va piano va sano y va lontano: He who goes slowly goes safely and goes far.

 

In 1995, Justin Wylie had an experience that changed his life. The fourth generation Walla Wallan and Gonzaga University student spent his senior year in Florence, Italy studying humanities under the tutelage of Italian native, Bruno Segatta.

 

Wylie was on track to return to Walla Walla and work in the family business – a stone monument company – but after falling in love with the Italian culture and lifestyle, he knew he wanted to diversify. Italians are vineyardists first, winemakers second. Similarly, Justin wanted to plant a vineyard, and then make wine, creating a tradition of the family – la famiglia – in the process. Slowly, with care.

 

“Bruno taught me to really believe in myself. I started to think I can really do this. Follow your dream, follow through, make it happen,” recalls Wylie.

 

As gran fortuna, or good luck, would have it, Justin’s dream of growing grapes and making wine when he returned to Walla Walla coincided with a valley ripe for worldwide recognition as a winemaking region. With a head for business, a heart for the land, and the memory of Italian landscape, he was in the right place at the right time when a neighbor offered to sell him a piece of land planted in wheat. Justin knew he had something special. As tumbleweeds rolled by, he planted Va Piano Vineyards by hand, knowing again, that in the European tradition, he wanted to be a world-class vineyard first, and a winery second.

 

Justin spent five years in his garage making test lots, and a cult following formed around the Vino del Garage wines.  All the while Justin traveled back and forth to UC Davis taking countless classes in the renowned department of viticulture and enology.

 

His philosophy as a winemaker is rooted in the word balance: balance in the vineyard, balance in the wines, balance in our lives. His goal is to showcase the wines with a sense of place and respect for the fruit, and always remember to be a grower first and winemaker second.

 

“At the end of the day, you have a winery that started in a garage with two barrels of wine. Now we're in a number of countries and states. We have a loyal Va Piano family,” Wylie says smiling.

 
